Introducing the Prophets and the Book of Hosea

Introdurng the Warld of Biblcal Prophets

A Biblical Prophet

One of the great features of ludaksm/Christianity is how different it was from other refigions in the ancient |
workl arcund the Promised Land. Thase surrotinding Israel (Midanites; Ammenites, elc | had “seers.” Seers
were “supposedly” reveaers of hidden truth.  Prophels, hawever, were unique 1o [sragl and revealers of
known truth,

* How a Bibical

Who they Were

| SomeWroteand | |

Some Didn't

It's a mistake 10 labef prophets as Just “seers” of hidden truths concerning things to hiappen in the future.
[anied was certainly that, It's better to see them as “enforcers” of known truth about what God has already
spekenfrevealed, Think of them as polceman: (1) Here's what God has sald, {2) Here's what you are doing

| mow; {3) Here's whiat's going 1o happen it it doesn't change.
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In extreme ways. For example, ksaiah preached in the nude. Jeremiah wept and wore & yoke as he preached.
Ezelies ate scrobs. Balaam rode a talking donkey. And Hesea married a harkt and nemed his children

{1} Many prophets we sez i the Bible wha played major roles were (of wiiting prophets. Hare are some
exampies: Eliah, Eisha, Micaiah, Nathan, Ahjiah, Azaniah

{2) Mary prophets we ses in the Bitle did wite. The grouping changes depending on tradition. But
Protestants usually assign two divisions of the writing prophets:

Major Prophets Minor Prophets

Isaiah Hosea Nahum
: ) Jozl Habakkuk
leremiah ['Lat.'nmtatms) Amos ZEphl'.Bh
i Obacsan Hagga
- lorah Zechariah
Micah Matach|

Major vs Minor

Wnat made a major prophet 3 “major” one ard a minor prophet @ “minor” one has pothing to do with

significance. They were gll significant. It has Lo do with valume. In other words, Isaiah is a major prophst
ard Hosea is minoe because Isaiah is longer than Hosea in chapters. But not in significance.

Hosea

When Hosea
Prophesied

Introduding
1) Hosea prophesied during the 8% century BC. That was a tme when kszael was divided into twa Kingdoms:
leragd m the North and Judah in the South
{2) In Hosea 1:1, he tells us that he ministered during the reigns of King Uzziah, lothan, Ahaz, Hezeidah,
and Jerohoam IL. That translates to a 60/70 year ministry, thereby making him the longest serving active
proghet in the Bibée,
{3) He was a contemporary of the Prophet lsalah, ksalah prophesied to the Southem Kingdom of ludah
and Hosea prophesied 10 the Northesn Kingdom of fsrael

Central Theme of
Hosea’s Prophecy

The Divided Kingdom was one of the worst periods of Israel’s histary, There were only 5 righteous kings
during that time and noae of them ruled In the Northern Kingdom, Therefore, a5 a peophet to the Northern
Kinadom, Hosea's primary message was that Israel had been ynfaith ade 'l

How God Called
Hosea to Prophesy

' The praphets in the Bible were often called by God to do drastic things, Ofallthcpm#:cts Ibscascalﬁng
was the most drastic. God told him te marry 3 harfot named Gomer, Their mariage was a visual
| representation of what was true in tsrael at the time.

Therphuude As a result, Hosea and Gomer serve as allegodcal figures. Hosea represents God Gamer represants Israel,

Hariot

’Hoseawrsucsﬁunaamikeeps pursing her with unconditional kve. But Gomer keeps playing the role of
the hariot

There's Something
About that Name

The name Hosea means “the Lord has rescuedithe Lovd Is salvation,” His ministry was consistent wilh his.
name. God i he rescuesisalvation of unfaithfif Israel, Even when Gomer was unfathhd, Hosea provided a
way far her rescuslmalvation




Chapters 1-3; Hosea's Personal Relationship with Gomer that Prepares the Way for National Prophecy |
The Breakdown of ‘ The content in chapters 1-3 is persanal (mirus chapler 2) and refated to Hosea and sets up the nations! |
Hoses message 1 lsrael In 4-14,

Marriage # When the Laed began (o speak heugh Hoses, the Lord said to INm, 6o, My d promiscuous woman and
have ciaren with her, for e ar) atalerous wife the fand s guily of unfaithianess to the Lard "5 he
marmied (omer daughter of N, and she conceived and bore him a sav (1:2-3)

“The marriage command denotes the relatlonship between God and lsrael. The command to concerve
denotes the ¢

Children (1) Jezzeel. * Then thie Lovd sald 1o Hesea, "Cafl him Jezreed, because | wil soon punish Ihe hevse of Jehy |
o the massatre at Jezree] and { il put an end 10 the kingdom of fsrae! S thal doy | el broak fsrael’s |
bow in the Valey of desveet " ( 1:4.6)

(2) Lo-Rutamah, ® Gomer concerved again and gave birth 1o a daughter. Then the Lovd sad to Mosea, “Cal |
tex Lo-Auhamat (wiich mears "not lowed), for 1wl no fonger show love (0 lsral, that / should at afl forgive
then. 7 Vet | wal show fove o fdaty; and [ ¥ save them—sicx by bow, sword or Dattie, o¢ by horses and
torsemmen, &t | the Lord thew Goo, wil save them, " (1:6-7)

(3] Lo-Ammi.  After she had weaned Lo-Rutamat, Gomey had anather son® Then the Lord saidl “Ca¥ um
Lo-Ammi fwfvch means “not my peopie”), fov you are not my pacple, and | am not your Godt. (1:8-9)

*lehu massacred the Omaride Dynasty in Israef in Jezreel. The first son sigrifies the same thing will happen
- t Fim and s dynasty. The next tws sons indicate names of judgment.
Separation 7 She wall chase after her lovers bul o catch them, she wil Jook for them but not fid thevn, Then she wil
w3, 1w go back fo my tushandas at fist, for then | was better off than aow* 4 5he has pot
dknowlediped that 1 was the ane who gave her the grain, the new wite and of, W Bwshed on her the siver |
and Gold—inch ity used for Baal (2:7-8)

*What Gomer does i what lsraed does

Reunion The Lord said to me, “Go, Show your love 16, your wie agan, Mough she & foved by anather man and s an
adtalteress. Love her as the Lovd loves ihe farasites, though they tum to other gods and fove the Sacred
raisin cakes. % 5o bought her for ilteen shekels of siberand about 3 homer and 2 fethel®) aof barey. 2 Then
{toid her, “You are to See with me many dsys; you must not be a prostitute or be infimate with any man, and
1wl beiave the same way toward you ¥ (3:1-3)

*The way Hosea pursues Gomer s the way God pursues byrael,

Chapters 4-8: The Courtroom of God's Judgment Against [srael
Indictment (4:1-19) | There & na falthiiness, nio love, na adnomedgment of God in the land
Verdict (5:1-15) They are unfaithid o the Lord, They give birth to iliectimate children

—

Plea (6:1-11) Untepentance. Israel gven to proshitabion and remains defiled.
Crimes (7:1-16) israel’s amagance fesiifes aganst fum, dut despste &8 UNs be does raf retum 10 the Lovd e God o
sarch for fim, (7:10)

| ludgrent (8:1-14) Iscael has forgotten thei Maker and Dot pataces; Judai As fovtifed many fowns. Bat | wil send fie

0 il cilies that wil consums their foctresses, * (8:14) )
*Hosea propheces the &l of Samaria (the capital of the Nerthern Kingdom) hers, | occurrad in 722
BC

(— Chapters 11-14: God's Message of Restoration ==
¢ 1 will hew thesr waywardhiess and dove them fees, or my anger fhias tured away from them. 31wl be it fhe dew To fsraeihe i

blossam e 2 . Lke & cedar of Lebanon fie il send down 1 roots.# s young shoots wil grow. K5 sovendor wil be ke an obie

free, fis fragrance ke 3 cedar of Lebanon. 7 Peopie il e agam in his shad: they wil founish Bz the gram, they mif Blossom ke

! the vne— Israel’s fame w be e e wine of Lebanon (14:4-8)

| "Hosea prophedies the retum of Israe! from Babyionian Captwily » 533 BC._(Some 2501300 years before i occured

Major Taknaway from Hosea! Coare qroater than all ol sin




